
 

 

 
Annual Meeting Guide 2020 

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

Zoom Call 
  
 

7:00 p.m. Business Meeting 
 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to make social 
distancing important, the League will be holding a virtual 
Annual Meeting this year. Call in from the comfort of 
home. Set your background to something meaningful to 
you! 

 
Please RSVP online at lwv.westford.org or call 

978-347-5989 by Monday, May 25.  
Your attendance is important! 

 

A Note From the Steering Committee 
Involvement in the League is more important than ever  

 
We certainly could not imagine 
ending a very busy year with events 
postponed, cancelled, and moved 
online. Our thoughts go out to our 
front line and essential workers, town 
officials, and all who are working to 
keep us safe and informed during this 
crisis. 

The League started the year strong, 
introducing Civic Socials and an 
event to encourage volunteering for 
the town.  A major partnership with 
the Westford Museum and Cultural 
Council to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the passing of the 19th 
Amendment held a series of very 
well attended events that highlighted 
extraordinary women, both historical 
and contemporary. 

The upcoming year is going to be 
challenging for many reasons. We 
are planning a series of events as the 

nation heads towards a Presidential 
Election.  Postponed 19th 
Amendment events will hopefully be 
able to occur. We may need to 
continue to meet virtually, while 
ensuring that all voters are fully 
enfranchised for fall elections. 

Our Steering Committee is 
undergoing some changes next year. 
Bob Price has been part of the 
leadership for the League for years, 
stepping in to fill vacancies where 
needed, hosting countless Town 
Meeting Previews, and amazing us 
all with his hidden talents, including 
knot tying!  Donna Furman has 
served on the Steering Committee 
since June 2018, was always willing 
to jump into a new project, and was 
tireless in keeping our meetings on 
track with her excellent minutes. 
Anita Tonakarn-Nguyen just joined 

the Steering Committee last year, but 
her enthusiasm and passion for new 
ideas and directions for the League 
showed immediate results, leaving 
the League in a better place to 
continue to grow our membership 
and visibility.  We look forward to 
these members continuing to be 
active in the League! 

We encourage current and potential 
members to become more involved 
with the League! We have signature 
events to keep going and are open to 
new projects.  Please consider using 
some of your own time and talents to 
help continue the great work the 
Westford League has been doing for 
over 50 years! 

 

 

 

The League Online Westford: lwv.westford.org • Massachusetts: www.lwvma.org • United States: www.lwv.org 
 

http://lwv.westford.org/
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Annual Meeting Guide 

Order of Business 
I. Call to Order 

II. The Year In Review 
III. Treasurer’s Report 
IV. Proposed Bylaw Changes (Page 5) 
V. Approval of 2020-2021 Budget (Pages 5-6)  

VI. Adoption of Proposed Local Program (Page 11) 
VII. Nominations and Elections (Page 12) 

VIII. Steering Committee Report 
IX. Directions to the Steering Committee 

 

Westford LWV 
Purposes 
The purposes of the LWV Westford shall be to promote political responsibility through informed and active 
participation in government, and to act on selected governmental issues. 
Policy 
The LWV Westford may take action on local governmental measures and policies in the public interest in conformity 
with the Principles of the League of Women Voters of the United States. 
It shall not support or oppose any political party or candidates. 
Membership Eligibility 
Any person who subscribes to the purposes and policy of the League shall be eligible for membership. 
The complete text of our local positions, bylaws, policies, and board guidelines can be found online at 
lwv.westford.org. 
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Become more active in the League! 

Open Position Job Descriptions 
To encourage members to consider accepting leadership positions in the League, here are some details about the 
responsibilities and functions of the open positions. 
 
Steering Committee Member 
As a member of the Steering Committee, you would 
attend as many meetings as possible. The Steering 
Committee meets every month between September and 
June. The meetings usually last 1-2 hours, and the 
meeting times are often set out in advance, to make it 
easy for everyone to plan for them. However, there is 
flexibility for when the committee meets. Over the past 
few years, we have had morning, lunch, and evening 
meetings. This year we will be trying to do much of the 
management of the League via email. This will allow the 
meetings to be more focused on the membership, and 
discussing issues of interest to members, rather than 
managing the League. Steering Committee members can 
also take the lead in new events if they find a project that 
interests them.  We have found that simply having 
critical mass at our Steering Committee meetings greatly 
enhances the discussion and decisions made for the 
League. Showing up is 99% of the work. 
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Proposed Bylaw Changes 
 
The Steering Committee is proposing a set of 
amendments to our League bylaws (see Page 19 for the 
complete set of changes). Many of the bylaw 
amendments are meant to make the League’s governance 
more democratic and, from what we’ve learned during 
this crisis, to give the Leadership Team more flexibility 
in how they meet. To summarize, the proposed 
amendments will do the following: 

● Change all pronouns to more inclusive language: 
they/them/their. 

● Clean up a few inconsistencies. 
● Change the maximum number of Steering 

Committee members from eight to nine, to 
eliminate the possibility of tie votes. 

● Allow Steering Committee/Board of Directors 
meetings and Annual Meetings to be held via 
audio or video conferencing. (Steering 
Committee meetings have been and this Annual 
Meeting will be held via videoconference due to 
emergency legislation passed in March.) 

● Clarify that the Leadership Team approves the 
budget to be recommended to Annual Meeting. 

● Provide more specifics about the Annual 
Meeting notification requirements, to ensure that 
members receive timely notice. 

● Change the quorum requirement for Annual 
Meeting from 20% of membership to no quorum 
(as at Westford’s Annual Town Meeting), except 
that voting members who are not on the 
Leadership Team must be the majority of those 
present.  

● Clarify that Annual Meeting decides which form 
of leadership—Steering Committee or Board of 
Directors—will be in effect for the following 
year. 

● Allow members at Annual Meeting to make 
program recommendations if the Leadership 
Team has failed to solicit their suggestions in 
advance, as the bylaws require. 

● Authorize Annual Meeting to approve 
non-recommended program items by a majority 
vote, rather than a two-thirds vote. 

Proposed Budget for the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 
The proposed budget is on Page 6.  

Actual Inflows/Outflow 2018-2019 shows the actual income and expenses for the fiscal year (FY) July 1, 2018-June 30, 
2019 

The Budget 2019-2020 is the budget as proposed and accepted at the May 30, 2019 Annual Meeting. 

Actual In/Outflows 2019-2020 shows the actual income and expenses from July 1, 2019 through May 12, 2020 (date of 
submission for publication). 

Proposed budget 2020-2021: All projections are based on to-date records and anticipated final figures and adjusted for 
anticipated income/expenses for next year. Income is conservatively projected. 

Explanation of changes from this year provides details of the differences between this year’s and next year’s proposed 
budgets.  

Current Status of League Accounts as of May 12, 2020 

Checking: $4,617.60 
 

 

  

CDs:  
$2,055.92 matures 8/14/20 
$2,029.91 matures 2/14/21 
$2,555.66 matures 5/14/22 
$6,641.49 
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What Did We Do in 2019-2020? 

Voter Service and Citizen Education 

 Special Town Meeting Preview 
As always, the goal of these Town Meeting Previews is 
to provide an overview of the relevant issues for each 
article.  The hope of the LWVW is that the participants 
and viewers will gain a clearer understanding of these 
issues and hence be better prepared to make informed 
decisions at Town Meetings. 
  
Thanks to all who participated including Westford CAT 
who broadcast the events and especially Bob Price for 
again organizing and moderating the Fall preview. 

Banners and Vote Signs 
For the fifth year in a row, the League provided banners 
in the center of town to advertise Special Town Meeting, 
Annual Town Meeting, and town elections. Many thanks 
go to Scott’s Tree and Landscaping for putting up and 
taking down the banners each time.  Thank you also to 
the League members who posted “Attend Town 
Meeting” and “Vote” signs around town. These signs are 
an important part of making residents aware of 
upcoming town events.  

Getting Involved in Town Government 
On January 29th, the League hosted an event to increase 
awareness and interest about the different pathways for 
becoming involved in town.  It began with a panel 
discussion of elected officials, moderated by League 
member Diane Wood, consisting of Elizabeth Almeida, 
Alicia Curtin Mallon and Mingquan Zheng. They all 
spoke to the non-traditional paths they took  to get to 
elected office and shared advice for those considering a 
campaign.  Town Manager Jodi Ross and Town Clerk 
Patty Dubey also spoke about the process for applying to 
join one of the town’s committees, and how to become a 
poll worker. Following the speakers, attendees 
participated in a networking session with the town's 
many committees and councils that have member 
vacancies.  WestfordCAT recorded the event. You can 
watch it here.  

Women’s Suffrage Celebration Partnership 
The League of Women Voters of Westford in 
partnership with the Westford Historical Society and 
Museum and the Westford Cultural Council planned a 
series of book discussions, historical interpretations and 
more to mark the passing of the 19th Amendment. 

The events kicked off on Monday, February 10 at the 
Westford Museum, with a visit from author Barbara 
Berenson.  She read excerpts from her book, 
Massachusetts in the Woman Suffrage Movement: 
Revolutionary Reformers  and took questions from the 
audience.  Ms. Berenson’s riveting talk drew quite a 
crowd. 

Barbara Berenson returned to the Museum on Thursday, 
February 27, 2020 with “A 20/20 Perspective on 
Women’s Rights, 1920-2020.”  Barbara’s second talk 
addressed women’s rights after they finally achieved 
access to the ballot in 1920.  This was followed by a 
panel discussion with three of Westford’s women 
leaders.  The standing-room-only crowd really enjoyed 
the entire evening.  You can watch it here. 

On Friday, March 6, the Museum welcomed a 
performance by living history artist Gwendolyn 
Quezaire-Presutti as Harriet Tubman.  Her powerful 
portrayal of Ms. Tubman, an American abolitionist, 
political activist, and Civil War spy, brought history to 
life for the overflow crowd in attendance.  Stepping out 
of character after the performance, Ms. Quezaire-Presutti 
took many questions from the audience.  

Another living history performance was scheduled for 
Thursday, March 19 with Judith Kalaora’s anticipated 
performance as Lucy Stone.  Unfortunately, due to the 
pandemic, this performance had to be cancelled.  It has 
been rescheduled for Tuesday, September 29, 2020 and 
will proceed either live or virtually. 

Also cancelled due to the pandemic was a one-act play 
entitled “I Want to go to Jail,” written by Pamela Swing 
and Erika Dabanka.  This performance was scheduled to 
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take place at the Parish Center for the Arts on Friday, 
May 22, 2020.  It has been rescheduled for November 1. 

Lastly, the 19th Amendment committee has been trying 
to schedule a showing of the movie “Iron Jawed 
Angels.”  We are hoping that it can be shown at the First 
Parish Church on a Sunday afternoon in August, but 
nothing is definite at this time.  We will continue in our 
efforts to bring you this educational and entertaining 

movie starring Hllary Swank as American Suffragist 
Alice Paul. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership and Outreach Events 

Civic Socials 
In October, the League began new monthly Civic Socials 
as a way to bring together members and friends to learn 
more about the League’s activities in town, to discuss 
civics and other topics of interest.  WestfordCAT hosted 
the Civic Socials at their office every third Tuesday of 
the month.  

Holiday Dinner 
Approximately 21 guests joined us on December 10th in 
the Carlisle Room of the Westford Regency to once 
again celebrate our annual Holiday Dinner. This year we 
built in a cocktail hour for guests to more easily be able 
to mingle and reconnect. Menus were also made 
available early in the evening for guests to select their 
entrées which helped to save the waiting time. The 
ambience of the Festival of Trees in the Lobby added to 
the festivities. 
 

  

Facebook 
The League this year increased its use of our Facebook 
page as one of our communication and publicity tools. 
Posts were shared with multiple groups and community 
representatives who contributed to that publicity by 
sharing with their own sites. The number of shares and 
reaches tripled resulting in more visibility.  

Ride to the Polls for Primary 

In partnership with the Town Clerk’s office and the 
Affordable Housing Department, the League coordinated 
and promoted rides for Seniors to the polls for this year’s 
primary election.  The Cameron Senior Bus was used to 
transport seniors from the three Senior Housing locations 
to Town Hall to vote.  
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Program and Action 

Action on Improving Accessibility and Safety at 
the Polls 
Last year, League members and Pat Reppucci, a member 
of the town Commission on Disability, began working 
with Town Clerk Patty Dubey to look at ways to provide 
voters with safer and better access to the polls on 
election days. The first success of the partnership was 
convincing the School Committee to close schools on 
the two election days during the 2019-2020 school year, 
the first time that schools would be closed on 
non-presidential election days.  
 
Closing the schools for the presidential primaries on 
March 3 meant voters found it easier to park near school 
entrances; there was less congestion and confusion 
during high-traffic periods of the school day; and polls in 
some schools were moved to spaces that provided easier 
access, better lighting, shorter distances to walk from the 
school entrance to the polls, and more space to ensure 
voter privacy and to allow for adequate circulation and 
maneuvering space for voters who use mobility devices. 
The schools will be closed for the town election now 
scheduled for June 30. 
 
For the 2020-2021 school year, the School Committee 
commendably voted on a calendar that will have the 
schools closed on all three elections days: the state 
primary on Sept. 1, the general election on Nov. 3 and 
the town election on May 4. 
 
The group met last fall with Patty to review the results of 
the accessibility survey that League members had 
conducted during the May 2019 town election. The 
survey revealed that at Robinson School, access from the 
handicap parking spots to the side door used to get to the 
polls is onerous: the parking spaces are far from the side 
door and there’s an incline. The group decided to ask 
town safety officials if temporary handicap spaces could 
be designated closer to the side door. The safety officials 
determined that those spaces would be a hazard.  

 
The polls survey also showed that signs directing voters 
to the polls weren’t as helpful as they should be. Patty 
had already ordered new directional signs, and the group 
toured several of the schools to determine where best to 
place them for future elections. While there, the group 
went inside to see if, with the buildings closed, there 
might be better spaces in the schools to locate the polls. 
They decided that, for the time being, no changes were 
warranted. 
 
The group plans to continue looking at ways to improve 
accessibility and safety for voters. The results of the 
2020 federal Census, currently scheduled to be released 
in March 2021, may require Westford to add a seventh 
precinct and/or redistrict existing precincts. The League 
sees this as a great opportunity to work with town 
officials to look critically at finding election sites that 
will best accommodate all of Westford’s voters. 

Changes to Town Charter and Bylaws 
The League spent weeks researching and obtaining input 
for modifying the Town Charter to change the term 
Board of Selectmen to Select Board, as adopted by a 
number of cities and towns in MA. The effort also 
included modifying gender specific verbiage to gender 
inclusive language. Special Town Meeting voted on and 
approved these changes, and the Charter is awaiting 
return from the MA Legislature. In parallel, a small team 
also worked on drafting those same changes to our 
General and Zoning Bylaws. Those changes were 
completed and are currently included in the Warrant for 
the 2020 Annual Town Meeting. 
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Images from the Year 
 

Holiday Dinner at the Westford Regency 

 
19th Amendment Events At Westford Museum 
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What Should We Do in 2020-2021? 

Procedure for Adopting Program 
 
The Meeting Chair asks if there are any motions to adopt 
a program item.  The Westford League’s bylaws require 
that only items recommended by members during the 
program planning process may be considered for 
adoption. These items are listed below.  Any member 
may move an item for adoption and explain briefly why 
the item should be adopted. 
 
We will discuss and vote on the items in the order in 
which they are listed, unless there is a motion to take an 
item out of order.  Items recommended by the Steering 
Committee need a majority vote to pass.  All others 
require a two-thirds vote of Annual Meeting to pass, 
unless Annual Meeting votes to change the bylaws prior 
to taking this vote to require only a majority vote. 
 

Proposed Local Program for 2020-2021 
The Steering Committee recommends the following 
program for 2020-2021. 
 
Local Positions: 
Readopt all current positions. (online at 

lwv.westford.org) 
 
Studies: 
None 

Recommended Local Action Priorities 
● Work with the School Dept. to produce a Show 

Me the Money, School Edition forum. 
● Work with town staff to educate residents about 

their options in the new Municipal Energy 
Aggregation contract. 

● Work with the Town Clerk on election issues: 
safety in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
recruiting election poll workers, accessibility at 
the polls, & redistricting of voting precincts if 
needed as a result of the 2020 US Census. 

● Continue working with the Westford Museum & 
Cultural Council to sponsor programs & 
activities. 

● Cooperate with other local Leagues to 
co-sponsor events & coordinate event schedules 

 

Non-Recommended Action Priorities 
None. 

 
  

 
 

 

The League Program and Action Process 
 
Program Planning: A meeting to decide which issues to study (local, state, or national). 
 
Study: A committee gathers and coordinates information about a particular issue. 
 
Unit: A meeting at which the study committee presents the information to members. 
 
Consensus: Substantial agreement among the members, reached at the unit meeting. 
 
Position: A formal written statement of the consensus. 
 
Action: The activities the League undertakes to support its positions and principles such as letter writing, lobbying, citizen 
education, supporting or opposing legislation 
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Nominations for One-Year Term 

June 2020 – June 2021 

Member Laura Dickey 
Member Lynn Cohen - Treasurer 
Member Vicky Geary 
Member Open 
Member Open 
Member Open 
Member Open 
Member Open 
 
For the upcoming year, we recommend to continue with a Steering Committee. Our goal is to have eight (or nine, if the 
proposed bylaw change is approved) Steering Committee members, with a quorum of five members required to hold a 
Steering Committee meeting. If you are interested in serving on the Steering Committee, please call us at 978-347-5989 or 
email info@lwv.westford.org to find out more information! Nominations from the floor will be accepted during Annual 
Meeting. 
 
Specialists 
 
Publicity Open 
Sponsorship Program Madonna Mackenzie 
Citizen Education Bob Price 
Membership Chris Kandianis 
Webmaster Laura Dickey 
Archives Lynn Cohen 
Trail Stewards Rose O’Donnell & Alden Wood 
E-Bulletin Anita Tonakarn-Nguyen 
 
Specialists can also be Steering Committee members, but are not required to be. Specialists handle specific functions and 
activities. Specialists can always use additional help, so if there is an area that appeals to you, just let us know and we will 
get you in touch with the right person. 
 
Many thanks to all the members who are willing to contribute in the coming year! 
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Who Did It?  Our Volunteers 
 
19th Amendment Events 
Elizabeth Almeida, Deb Banerjee,* 
Lynn Cohen, Donna Furman, 
Linda Greene, Ellen Harde, Beth 
Morrison,* & Anita 
Tonakarn-Nguyen 
 
Holiday Dinner 2019 
Laura Dickey, Diane Wood 
 
Town Meeting Previews 
Laura Dickey, Bob Price 
 
Soliciting sponsors 
Madonna McKenzie 
 
Financial review 
Madonna McKenzie 
 
Voters’ Guide 
Donna Furman, Joanna Myers 
 
Candidates’ Night planning 
Lynn Cohen, Laura Dickey, Donna 
Furman, Joanna Myers, Diane 
Wood 
 
Getting Involved In Town 
Government 
Anita Tonakarn-Nguyen, Diane 
Wood, Alicia Curtin Mallon, 
Elizabeth Almeida, Jodi Ross*, 
Patty Dubey*, MingQuan Zheng* 
 
Updating A Guide to Town 
Meeting in Westford 
Lynn Cohen, Ellen Harde, Shanti 
Maheshwari, Bob Price, & Anita 
Tonakarn- Nguyen 

 
Arranging to have Attend Town 
Meeting and Vote banners put 
up 
Donna Furman 
 
Putting out & hosting Vote and 
Attend Town Meeting Lawn 
Signs 
Ellen Harde, Chris Kandianis, Joan 
Keane, Joanna Myers, Bob Price, 
Tom Spuhler, Leslie Thomas, & 
Diane Wood 
 
Child Care at Annual Town 
Meeting 
Diane Wood, Valery Young 
 
Ride to the Polls for Primary 
Election 
Diane Wood 
 
LWVMA Grant Submission 
Laura Dickey 
 
Membership 
Chris Kandianis 
 
Website 
Laura Dickey 
 
League Civic Socials 
Anita Tonakarn-Nguyen, Diane 
Wood 
 
Accessibility at the Polls 
Lynn Cohen, Bob Price, Pat 
Reppucci, Patty Dubey*  
 

 
Changes to Town Charter and 
Bylaws 
Kristi Bates, Emily Teller, Diane 
Wood 
 
e-Bulletins 
Anita Tonakarn-Nguyen, Laura 
Dickey 
 
Facebook 
Lynn Cohen, Diane Wood 
 
Annual Meeting 2019 
Diane Wood 
 
Annual Meeting 2020 
Donna Furman 
 

 
 
* Not a League Member 
 
Special Thanks to the Following:  
Town officials who assisted and 
participated in Town Meeting 
Previews:  
 
WestfordCAT - Joyce Crane, 
Lauren Horton, Sarah Fletcher, 
Steve Edwards, Nick Woodbury 
both for televising our events and 
for hosting our Civic Socials! 
 
Scott’s Tree & Landscape 
 
Roudenbush Community Center 
for hosting our website.  
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What Should We Do in 2020-2021 
We have done some basic planning for the coming year and have come up with an outline to guide our efforts. Given our 
scaled back leadership at the moment, we will prioritize certain events.  
 

High Priority Events 
These are events that the League sees as critical, or which have Specialists in place to manage the event. 
Candidates’ Night in Spring 2021 
Voters’ Guide in Spring 2021 
Town Meeting Preview Roundtables 
Publicizing town events with banners and lawn signs 
 

Desired Events 
These are events that the League would like to hold, but does not currently have someone to organize or work on the 
event. These events are currently not scheduled or planned. 
Continue League Civic Socials 
“Follow the Money” for the school budget, Fall 2021 
Mock Elections in schools for Presidential Election 
Partnerships with other town organizations 
 
 

  

League of Women Voters of Westford 14 May 2020 



  

Minutes from the 2019 Annual Meeting 
 
 
Thursday, May 30, 2019 
League of Women Voters of 
Westford 
Annual Meeting Minutes 
Roudenbush Community 
Center, Rm. 201/202 
 
Attendees :  
Steering Committee Members: 
Lynn Cohen, Laura Dickey, Donna 
Furman, Bob Price. 
Active Members & Visitors : 
Alicia Curtin Mallon, Elizabeth 
Elliott, Vicky Geary, Joan Keane, 
Madonna McKenzie, Gloria 
Miller, Beth Morrison, Dana 
Riegert, Nancy Roberts, Anita 
Tonakarn-Nguyen, Leslie Vieth, 
Alden Denny Wood, Diane Wood  
 
The Annual Meeting was preceded 
by a social gathering from 
7-7:30pm. Once again, members 
brought an impressive assortment 
of desserts and beverages. Rooms 
201/202 at the newly renovated 
Roudenbush was a perfect setup 
for us as there is a full kitchen in 
that room and plenty of meeting 
space. Four banquet tables were 
arranged in a square format.  One 
table was set apart for the 
presentation of the desserts.  All 
tables were covered in black 
tablecloths provided by the 
Roudenbush. 
 
Call to Order 
At 7:30 Laura Dickey called the 
meeting to order. She verified that 
we did have a quorum.  Everyone 
present was asked to introduce 
themselves and describe their 
association with the League. In 
addition, a sign-in sheet was 
passed around. 
 

Joan Keane was recognized for her 
many years of service to the 
League.  Joan has served tirelessly, 
in many different capacities, since 
joining the League in 2005.  Joan 
is moving out of town, and the 
Steering Committee wanted to 
express our deep appreciation for 
all she has done for the League.  
 
Recap of 2018-19 Activities 
Laura thanked everyone who 
helped out with a League project 
this year.  Calling everyone’s 
attention to page 8 in the Annual 
Meeting Guide, Laura outlined our 
commitment to our core activities 
(Candidates Night, Town Meeting 
Preview, Special Town Meeting 
Preview, and the town center 
Banners and lawn signs).  
 
In addition, we partnered with area 
leagues to host a highly successful 
pre-primary Candidates Forum for 
the 3rd Congressional District on 
August 25th.  
 
We also purchased 86 additional 
copies of the “Westford: A Sense 
of Community” books and made 
the associated video version 
available for streaming online at 
our website.  
 
Due to popular demand, twelve 
rolls of perforated “I Voted Today” 
stickers were purchased for each of 
the six precincts.  And table tent 
signs acknowledging the League’s 
purchase of these stickers were 
printed to sit alongside the tickets 
so voters would understand the 
League’s contribution.  
 
A holiday dinner was held at the 
Westford Regency on December 
11th.  And our use of Facebook as a 

communication tool has increased 
steadily.  
 
Budget Report 
Lynn Cohen presented the budget 
as proposed and recommended by 
the board as outlined on pages 5-7 
in the Annual Meeting Guide. The 
printing of the “Westford: A Sense 
of Community” books has left our 
books temporarily in the red.  A 
Scharfman grant from LWVMA in 
the amount of $154 was just 
received for the printing of our 
Town Meeting banner and signs. 
She also thanked Madonna 
McKenzie for the audit of the 
league’s books that she completed 
this year and for efforts to sell 
business sponsorships.  
 
Lynn explained that the Guide to 
Town Meeting booklets have been 
amended to correct an error and 
that a new printing of these 
booklets will be done in the 
coming year.  There was a 
discussion about the parliamentary 
motions guide in the booklet.  It 
was suggested that if the 
information on those pages could 
be included in the Finance 
Committee’s annual report then the 
League would not need to have as 
many copies of the Guide to Town 
Meeting available.  Beth Morrison 
said that the Finance Committee 
was considering a move to an 
all-online version of the report. 
Lynn responded that this move was 
considered several years ago and 
the League officially opposed it.  
 
Leslie questioned the line in the 
budget regarding the Annual 
Meeting, questioning why it is so 
much smaller than in the past. 
Lynn responded by saying that a 
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move away from a catered dinner 
to a potluck dessert meeting has 
saved us a lot of money.  Laura 
added that in the past, the Annual 
Meeting Guide was printed and 
mailed out to all League members. 
That is no longer done.  The Guide 
is available online and hard copies 
are available to all who attend the 
Annual Meeting, a significant 
savings.  
 
Leslie questioned the proposed 
budget of $1000 for Voter Service. 
Lynn explained that since we are 
coming up on an election year, we 
are anticipating increased costs. 
Lynn made a motion to accept the 
2019-2020 budget as written.  The 
motion was seconded by Elizabeth 
and Leslie.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Proposed Local Program 
Attention was called to page 12 of 
the Annual Meeting Guide.  In 
League terminology, “program” 
refers to the activities we choose to 
focus on in the coming year. 
Although we are not limited to just 
the items listed, it serves as a way 
to plan for the next year.  We are 
recommending that we readopt all 
current positions.  A study of the 
J.V. Fletcher Library’s expansion 
plans is proposed.  Having such a 
study in place would allow us to 
take an official position. A 
discussion ensued regarding the 
need for an actual study on our part 
or if we could use the information 
gleaned from previous studies. 
And a question was raised 
regarding what the League’s 
endorsement of the library 
expansion would look like.  Would 
we knock on doors?  Or just 
endorse?  Lynn explained that 
either options could be considered 
by the Steering Committee.  
 
In addition, the League would like 
to advocate for changing the name 

of the Board of Selectmen to a 
Select Board.  Lynn suggested that 
we discuss this with the Leagues in 
towns where this change has 
already been completed to find out 
what needs to be done.  
 
Elizabeth made a motion to accept 
the proposed local programs 
outlined.  Lynn seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Nominations and Elections 
Laura called everyone’s attention 
to page 13 of the Annual Meeting 
Guide outlining the nominations 
for the upcoming year. With 
Denali Delmar stepping down 
from the Steering Committee, we 
are back to just 4 members: Lynn 
Cohen, Laura Dickey, Donna 
Furman, and Bob Price.  Laura 
asked if anyone present might be 
interested in that position. 
Fortunately, a first-time attendee, 
Anita Tonakarn-Nguyen 
volunteered to join the Steering 
Committee for the next year. 
Anita has also agreed to take the 
Specialist job of E-Bulletin. Leslie 
made a motion to accept the slate 
of 5 Steering Committee members 
for the 2019-2020 year.  Elizabeth 
seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
What Should We Do in 
2019-2020? 
In addition to our core activities 
(Candidates Night, Town Meeting 
Preview, Special Town Meeting 
Preview, the town center Banners 
& lawn signs) the Steering 
Committee will decide on any 
additional activities, based on 
member interest and enthusiasm. 
Leslie Vieth asked if the League’s 
Vote lawn signs could be placed 
on additional town-controlled land. 
Bob Price said yes.  Denny Wood 
offered to check if the 
Conservation Trust controls the 

land at the corner of Rte. 225 and 
Landmark Drive, a prime location. 
 
With the 100th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th amendment 
and the 100th Anniversary of the 
National LWV coming up next 
year, there is enthusiasm for doing 
something special.  Would we 
want to do a float in the Apple 
Blossom parade?  Team up with 
Historical Society somehow? 
  
The continued popularity of 2017’s 
Show Me the Money has led to 
questions about our doing a similar 
program to address the 
expenditures of the school budget.  
 
The League would like to continue 
working with the Council on 
Disability to address challenges 
faced by the disabled in their 
efforts to vote and participate in 
town government.  This led to a 
broader discussion about making 
town meeting easier for parents of 
young children to attend.  Would 
the League want to get involved 
with a childcare program of some 
sort?  
 
At just after 9:00pm Elizabeth 
made a motion to adjourn and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donna Furman 
Steering Committee 
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Sponsors 

 
 

 
 

What would we do without loyal and generous sponsors? 
Their support continues to ensure the vitality of the 

League and our valuable programs.  We hope members 
will patronize these businesses, mention they learned of 

them through the League, and thank them for sponsorship 
of our work 
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Westford League of Women Voters Membership Form 
2020-2021 

RENEW TODAY! 
 
Hello Everyone,  
Don’t let your membership lapse. Renew today to make a difference in your community. 
At the local level, we organize Candidates’ Night, Mock Elections, and forums on important issues facing Westford. Your 
membership supports these community service initiatives as well as work at the state and US levels. Help us focus our 
energy on voter education and issues research by renewing your membership promptly. Please note that dues and 
contributions are not tax-deductible.  Both National and State LWV use dues for lobbying. 
Thank you for your ongoing support, 
Chris Kandianis, Membership 
P.S. Consider adding a donation to your dues to support mock elections, Candidates’ Night, and to purchase additional 
VOTE signs. 

Tear here and Mail 
 

 
 

Mail to:  Westford LWV, P.O. Box 59, Westford, MA 01886 
 

 

 Yes, I want to renew my membership for the  2020 - 
2021 membership year at the indicated level: 
 
⃞      $55 Individual 
⃞      $80 Household 
⃞      $20 Full Time Student 
 
⃞       I am including an additional donation to help support 
the League’s projects and programs. 

Name: ____________________________________  

Address:____________________________________  

Phone:______________________________________  

Email: _____________________________________ 

The membership year runs from July 2020 to June 2021 
 

Let us know where you can help this year! 
 

⃞        Steering Committee Member 
⃞        Public forums on town issues 
⃞        Candidates’ Night 

⃞        Website 
⃞        e-Bulletin 
⃞        Putting out VOTE! signs 

⃞        Voters’ Guide 
⃞        Other ________________ 
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League of Women Voters of Westford 
P.O. Box 59 
Westford, MA 01886 
lwv.westford.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The League’s Westford paperback engagingly 
 recounts the town’s history as a vibrant and diverse community in 128 pages of treasured old photographs  

and a lively, informative text! 
The perfect gift for friends, family, newcomers, those who have left, and everyone who still lives here! 

$23 
To order, email info@lwv.westford.org 
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